
WHAT IS #ibotomoengineer TODAY? 

#ibotomoengineer is a hashtag that will encourage Engineers to seek a political position 

in the government. For the past decades two Presidents and a Prime minister who were 

Engineers. They are Presidents Ramon Magsaysay, Fidel Ramos, and Cesar Virata. 

They serve the country with distinction despite all the odds and problems of the Country, 

and they successfully overcome the major problems.  

Now our country is challenged and is facing many enormous problems like, the highest 

Covid-19 infection rate is Southeast Asia, lowest Gross National Product (GNP) in 2020 

in Asia ever recorded, highest inflation rate recorded, high cost and scarcity basic food, 

and high cost of electricity, poor public transportation system, millions are homeless illegal 

settlers, floods, disasters, rebellion, West Philippine Sea, and the worst of them all poverty 

of the Filipino families. 

The Country now is again calling Engineers to take up this challenge to solve this 

enormous problem of our beloved Country that evolved in the past years. 

Ramon Magsaysay 

 

Ramon Magsaysay was born on August 31, 1907, in Iba, Zambales to Exequiel 
Magsaysay and Perfecta del Fiero, carpenter, blacksmith and schoolteacher. He studied 
at the elementary school in Castillejos where the family had moved; walked back and 
forth to the distant Zambales Academy in San Narciso for his high school course; and 
took up Engineering at the University of the Philippines in 1927. Working as driver 
while studying, Ramon got sick. He transferred in 1932 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Commerce degree. 
[https://www.dnd.gov.ph/Postings/Post/Ramon%20F%20Magsaysay/] [His son Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr. is a Mechanical Engineer] 

Magsaysay's administration was considered one of the cleanest and most corruption-free 

in modern Philippine history; his rule is often cited as the Philippines's "Golden Years". 

Trade and Industry flourished, the Philippine Military was at its prime, and the country 

gained international recognition in sports, culture, and foreign affairs. The Philippines 

placed second on a ranking of Asia's clean and well-governed countries. 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramon_Magsaysay] 

 

 

 

 



Cesar Virata 

 

Cesar E. A. Virata was born in Manila on December 12, 1930 to Enrique Topacio Virata 
and Leonor Aguinaldo Virata, a niece of General Emilio Aguinaldo – one of three 
forerunners of Philippines-Japan relations. An achiever even as a student, Mr. Virata 
holds two Bachelor of Science degrees, in Mechanical Engineering and Business 
Administration, which he completed with honors (Cum Laude) at the University of the 
Philippines in 1952. In 1953, he earned his MBA in Industrial Management from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Virata is the quintessential Filipino technocrat. His career started unassumingly in the 
sheltered confines of the academe, at the University of the Philippines where he taught 
from 1952 and eventually became Dean of the College of Business Administration in 
1969. Between 1956 and 1967, Prof. Virata developed the practice in business 
consultancy of the accounting firm of SyCip, Gorres, Velayo & Company (SGV), which 
led to the establishment of its Management Services Division. By 1967, government took 
note of Mr. Virata’s talents and expertise and was thus appointed Deputy Director-
General fir Investments of the Presidential Economic Staff. This led to a string of 
appointments, first as Undersecretary for Industry at the DepaIndustry (1967~1968), 
then as Chairman of the Board of Investments (1968~1970), Secretary/Minister of 
Finance (1970~1986), Chairman, Development Committee and Consultative Group for 
External Assistance from the World Bank and International Monetary Fund and 
the Asian Development Bank (1976-1980), among others. In all these offices, he 
distinguished himself and in the negotiation of major projects funded by Japan, such as 
the Philippines-Japan Friendship Highway, and numerous basic infrastructure projects on 
energy, power generation and transportation. From the late 1960s, he led government 
bodies that licensed 12 Japanese Trading Houses and registered many Japanese 
investments under the progressive Car Manufacturing Program, copper mining, 
petroleum, power generation and distribution, exports. 
He served as an elected Member of the Batasan Pambansa (Parliament) from 1978 to 
1986, the last five years of which, as Prime Minister of the Republic of the 
Philippines (1981~1986). As Finance Secretary, Mr. Virata actively participated in and 
passionately pushed for the ratification of the Philippines-Japan Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce and Navigation in 1976. This landmark agreement not only normalized 
postwar trade relations between the Philippines and Japan were finally established. 
Throughout his 34 years of outstanding government service, Prime Minister Virata 
developed a reputation for unsullied integrity, shining competence and sterling 
performance. It is a well-known fact that during the Philippines’ most turbulent crises of 
the 1970’s to the mid-1980’s, it was the reputation of Prime Minister Virata, which allowed 
the country continued access to international finance and recognition by the world 
business and banking community. In such a prominent capacity, he found himself 



consistently dealing with major Japanese institutions, mainly the Ministry of Finance, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Bank of Japan, Japan 
Export-Import Bank, OECF and Office of the Prime Minister. He also dealt with private 
banks, notably the Bank of Tokyo, Fuji Bank, and many of Japan’s largest securities 
firm. He negotiated for the Philippines the issuance of Samurai Bonds, the promulgation 
of the Philippines-Japan Tax treaty, and the comprehensive restructuring of Philippines 
sovereign debt with the Bank of Tokyo, Fuji Bank, the New York and Paris 
Clubs and Japan Export-Import Bank. Mr. Virata’s prominent role in all these earned 
him the respect and trust of Japan and its people. 
Though retired from public service in 1086, the former Prime Minster Virata continued to 
keep an extremely active schedule through his involvement in various business and civic 
organizations, notably: as Chairman & President, C. Virata & Associates, Inc. a 
consulting firm he founded which advises many Japanese clients and undertakes policy 
studies for government institutions; as Vice Chairman, Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corporation – a joint venture with Japan’s Sanwa Bank; as Director for 
several Yuchengco Group joint ventures with major Japanese corporations, such as 
: Nippon Life, Tokio Marine, Honada Motors, Isuzu Motors, JCB, Itochu,Mr. Virata is 
also involved in many other charitable/educational/business/historical foundations, some 
of which are: the Asean Japan Business Meeting (AJBM) in which Mr. Virata was its 
prime mover and current Chairman of Philippine Delegation, the National Cetennial 
Commission where he served as its overall Vice-Chairman, and the Philippines-Japan 
Economic Cooperation Committee (PHILJEC), of which he is a Senior Adviser. Mr. 
Virata has been an active member of the Philippines-Japan Society since 1990. 
The achievements of Mr. Cesar Virata is widely recognized by many local and 
international organizations, for which he had received various awards, including: Gold 
Medal – Outstanding Mechanical Student, Philippines Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (1952); Outstanding Citizen – City of Manila; Outstanding Citizen – City 
of Cavite; Ten Outstanding Young Men (1962), several awards from his alma mater, 
the University of the Philippines and honorary Degrees from the Ateneo de Manila 
University , University of the Philippines , St. Louis University, Manila Central 
University, Centro Escolar University, Philippine Women’s University and The 
Lyceum of the Philippines. He has been conferred with state medals and decorations 
by the Federal Republic of Germany, Republic of Columbia, Republic of Korea, 
Kingdom of Thailand and the Institutional Investor named Prime Minister Virata 
its  Outstanding Finance Minister. 
In acknowledgement of the aforesaid achievements and of his untiring efforts in the 
promotion of lasting friendship between the peoples of the Philippines and Japan, 
the Philippines-Japan Society proudly confers upon the Honorable CESAR E. A. 
VIRATA, the 23rd Philippines-Japan Society Medal of Merit, the highest award within its 
gift to convey. [https://pjsmedalofmerit.wordpress.com/2015/01/21/cesar-e-a-virata/] 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fidel Ramos 
 

 

Fidel Ramos deep commitment to help deliver good government and stability to the Filipino 

people is backed by knowledge earned through three masters degrees—a Masters in Science 

in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois (1951); a Masters in National Security 

Administration (MNSA) from the National Defense College of the Philippines (1969); and a 

Master in Business Administration from Ateneo De Manila University (1980) – and the 

experience gained for more than 41 years of military service. Such experience spanned a 

balanced pattern of both field command and staff assignments that followed his graduation from 

the US Military Academy in 1950. 

[https://www.dnd.gov.ph/Postings/Post/Fidel%20V%20Ramos/] 

Fidel Ramos the 12th President of the Philippines (1992–1998), is remembered for steadfastly 
promoting the principles of people empowerment and global competitiveness. In 1993, he put an end 
to the power crisis that crippled Filipino homes and industries for two years. He pursued, 
focused, and converged programs to fight poverty in accordance with the will of the Filipino people 
expressed by 229 structural/reform laws enacted by Congress during his term. 

The Philippine economy recovered dramatically during the years 1993–1997. Ramos implemented a 
comprehensive Social Reform Agenda (SRA) that addressed the long-standing problem of poverty: 
jobs and livelihood, health, education and skills training, housing, environmental protection, children 
and the youth, the elderly and the handicapped, agrarian reform, and access to equal opportunity. The 
country's Gross National Product (GNP) averaged 5 percent annually. Average income of 
the Filipino family grew larger during his administration than in the preceding two decades. He pushed 
for the deregulation of key industries and the liberalization of the economy. He encouraged the 
privatization of public entities, to include the modernization of public infrastructure through an 
expanded Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) law. While communist insurgency dwindled to historic lows, 
he achieved a peace agreement with military rebels and the secessionist Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF) for which he won for the Philippines the coveted 1997 UNESCO Peace Award—the first 
for Asians. FVR is known as the "Centennial" President, having planned and supervised the 100th 
Anniversary of the country's Declaration of Independence from Spain on 12 June 1998. 
[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidency_of_Fidel_Ramos] 

 


