
CLOSING THE PHILIPPINE BORDER ANNIVERSARY MARCH 14, 2020 …. TOO LATE 

TO BE LIKE VIETNAM, TAIWAN, JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA 

The rising Covid-19 infection to more than 3500 persons per day is a concern to all of us 

Filipinos because it brings anxiety and fear of our future as a nation. Coupled to the rising 

inflation rate, the lowest GDP in Southeast Asia, one of the highest Covid-19 infection rates 

in the Asean region, having the longest lock-down in the world, one of the last Asean country 

to roll-out donated vaccines, the growing millions unemployed, increased wide-spread 

poverty puts our government in a difficult situation. It will take a leadership of the likes of 

President Fidel Ramos to bring us out of the gutter. I remember the time we are in an 

economic crisis where brownouts lasted for 10 hours a day for months in1995. I was at that 

time employing 55 engineers and suddenly all our projects were suspended, and collections 

were stopped completely. At least today for one-year I am employing 25 persons, I am still 

receiving payment from my collections and few contracts signed. For almost a year we worked 

in our office and by God’s grace we are protected from being infected. 

How did President Fidel Ramos solved the power crisis, he acted in haste to solve the problem 

focusing on bringing electricity to the public and manufacturing plants. Because by focusing 

on the power problem 70% of the solution is put in place to bring our economy running. 

 

Similarly, every Filipino is affected by this Covid-19 pandemic. The most that the government 

should have done was to bring the vaccines here in our country with haste. But until today 

we do not have any signed contract nor paid vaccine. We are just given dates of delivery of 

donated vaccine that is being used today.  How did this happen? … everybody in the 

government “dropped the ball”. Vietnam did the right thing by setting a vaccine 

manufacturing plant in less than a year and will roll-out vaccination in May this year. 

 

I envy countries like Vietnam, Taiwan and Singapore…also South Korea and Japan. The 

Philippines could have done better than these countries had we have the likes of President 

Fidel Ramos at helm. Or maybe President Gloria Macapagal? These Presidents could have 

closed our borders much earlier. 
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