
The SLEX-NLEX Connector Will Not Solve Traffic Congestion in EDSA 
 

 
 

I do not like to tone down the excitement of our government officials on the inauguration 
of the SLEX-NLEX connector but based on my experience with the Alabang-Buendia 
Skyway the purpose of which it was built failed. The new skyway recently opened is not 
the solution to our traffic congestion. It seems good at first, thinking that it will relieve 
EDSA traffic congestion, but will be only a temporary relief and eventually will increase 
traffic congestion in Metro Manila in a year. This happened when the Skyway in SLEX 
was built to solve the traffic congestion in EDSA corner Magallanes but after a year the 
Skyway is experiencing traffic congestion and largely contributed more traffic congestion 
in EDSA. The reason for this is the number of cars in the street in Metro Manila increased 
because the new SLEX encourage the purchase of new vehicles. Similarly, this will 
eventually happen to the SLEX-NLEX connector Skyway. This will happen because 
DOTR failed to solve the existing street congestion in Metro Manila. 
 
The exit ramps of SLEX-NLEX connector will experience traffic congestion as it 
approaches the streets of Metro Manila that will result to traffic congestion in SLEX-NLEX 
connector. An example would be traffic congestion on SLEX towards the South at NAIA-
X, Bicutan, Sukat and the SLEX exits which all are connected to the Skyway. Towards 
the North congestion is experienced in the Magallanes, Don Bosco, Amorsolo and 
Buendia exits. If SLEX-NLEX connector exits to Buendia then Buendia will experience 
“bottlenecking” (Like the neck of a wine bottle) that could extend up to EDSA. 
 
 

 



For us to understand why expanding the roadways will not solve traffic congestion but 
instead will lead to more traffic congestion I have shown above a graph developed by 
Todd Litman in SMARTER CONGESTION RELIEF IN ASIAN CITIES Win-Win Solutions 
to Urban Transport Problems in the Transport and Communications Bulletin for Asia 
and the Pacific by the United Nation ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR 
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (UNESCAP). The above figure was earlier reported in my study 
to the Office of the President and to the Department of Transportation in 2016.  
 

As experienced by Bogotá (Columbia) Mayor Gustavo Petro explains, “A developed 
country is not a place where every common person own car. It is where the rich use public 
transport. Achieving this goal will require reforming common transport planning practices”. 
 
“Decades of announcements, projections and promises have left Bogotanos 
understandably skeptical, but the latest plans might actually become reality by 2020. The 
mayor’s office has announced that a tender will be launched in June 2015 for a $7.5bn 
project to build the first 27km-long line, on which 40 driverless metro trains will eventually 
transport 80,000 passengers an hour”. 
“But the metro rail alone will not solve Bogotá’s transport problems. In 2000, the city 
rejected a metro train, favoring a bus rapid transit (BRT) network whose red buses 
became icons of the city’s urban transformation. The TransMilenio, so named because it 
was inaugurated at the turn of the millennium, has been praised as a model for BRT 
services worldwide and was the first such system used in a large city. But the network, 
which has 11 core routes and moves 1.6m people a day, has become victim of its own 
success. The most frequently used lines are so packed that Bogotanos call it the Transmi-
lleno (lleno means “full”)”. 
“Despite the traffic jams, every day Bogotanos buy more and more cars. In the 
decade from 2002 to 2012 the number of cars in the capital more than tripled, from 
400,000 to 1.3m, according to the city’s vehicle registry. The number has continued 
to grow at a rate of about 120,000 new vehicles a year in the past two years. For more 
than a decade, Bogotá has restricted car use on a rotating basis during peak hours to 
reduce congestion. But those who can afford it just buy another car”. 
“To avoid traffic stress, an increasing number of Bogotanos are turning to bicycles for 
their commute. [ In Metro Manila the lower income group is turning to motorcycles for 
transport] The city has 376km of cycle lanes, and the Secretariat of Mobility estimates 
that 500,000 trips a day are made by bike. But this option is only for those who live close 
to their work and — given the thin air of this high Andes city — for the relatively fit”. 
“A more comfortable choice may be overhead. Entrepreneur Carlos Valencia wants to 
offer a helicopter taxi service that could transport passengers from one end of Bogotá to 
another in less than 10 minutes rather than the hour and half on average it takes by car. 
With more and more office buildings with helipads, this could be an option for 
executives”.1 
 
 

 
1 Nikkie Asia Financial Times  “Leaders consider how to tackle Bogotá’s road congestion” by Sibylla  
  Brodzinsky in  Bogotá DECEMBER 9 2014 
 



 
  
 


